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P. 123: Any connection between King Josiah and the Iron Age temple at Arad, as
the authors suggest, has been demonstrated by Herzog as simply not supported by
the archaeological evidence. Similarly, the connection between King Manasseh of
Judah and the Judahite palace at Ramat Rachel does take into account recent exca-
vations at the site by Lipschits et al.

P. 145: The authors suggest similarities between the Assyrian and Babylonian
imperial practices. In fact, there is very little similarity between the two.

P. 153–5: In the discussion of the post-Iron Age Judahite/Israelite exile in
Mesopotamia, the authors do not refer to much of the up-to-date research on docu-
ments mentioning these exiled peoples, save for Pearce’s study from 2006. Much
has been published in the last decade on this topic. Similarly, their suggestions
regarding the language used by the Judahites in Persian Period Yehud and
Babylonian/Persia Mesopotamia is based on insufficient data.

P. 175, fig. 40: the map showing centres and peripheries in the fifth–sixth cen-
turies CE (Roman/Byzantine period) does not conform to accepted geopolitical
views on this period.

Due to these and other points, as well as the somewhat unconventional historical
interpretations suggested by the authors quite often (without explicitly explaining
the more standard ones), it is difficult to recommend this book as an entry level
text book on the history of ancient Israel. Perhaps the authors can contemplate relat-
ing to some of these issues and incorporate them in a second edition of this volume.
If this is done, I do believe that the volume might be of utility as a college textbook
in the next few years.

Aren M. Maeir
Bar-Ilan University, Ramat-Gan
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SEBASTIAN GÜNTHER and TODD LAWSON (eds):
Roads to Paradise: Eschatology and Concepts of the Hereafter in Islam.
(Islamic History and Civilization: Studies and Texts.) 2 vols. xliv, 1493 pp.
Leiden: Brill, 2017. ISBN 978 90 04 33313 0 (set).
doi:10.1017/S0041977X17000970

Recent years have witnessed a step change in academic scholarship on the much-
neglected topic of Islamic eschatology. Monographs and edited volumes by
Christian Lange, Mohammad Hassan Khalil and Nerina Rustomji have taken the
study of salvation and the hereafter in Islam well beyond the earlier studies of
Soubhi El-Saleh, Jane Smith, Yvonne Haddad and others. The edited collection
under review constitutes a massive new contribution to the field with two thick
volumes containing 57 chapters in English and a substantial “Zum Geleit”
(Foreword) by Josef van Ess in German. These two volumes originated in a 2009
conference at the University of Göttingen in Germany.

The first three chapters set the stage. Chapters 2 and 3 comprise the conference
opening addresses: Tilman Nagel calls attention to the porous border between this
life and the hereafter in the Islamic imagination, and Mahmoud Zakzouk presents
an overview of Muslim eschatological beliefs from the Quran. In chapter 1, the edi-
tors Sebastian Günther and Todd Lawson highlight essential concepts, survey the
relevant modern research, and provide short summaries of all the contributions.
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The editors frame the two volumes broadly in terms of eschatology, that is, matters
of death, judgement, heaven, hell, signs of the end of the world, and this-worldly
apocalyptic and messianic movements. However, almost all of the contributions
take their cue from the project title “Roads to Paradise” and focus on something
related to Islamic heaven. Important exceptions are Feras Hamza’s analysis of tem-
porary hellfire (chapter 16), and Niall Christie’s “Paradise and Hell in the Kitāb
al-Jihād of ʿAlī b. Tạ̄hir al-Sulamī (d. 500/1106)” (chapter 17). Hamza notes that
the Quran does not bear explicit witness to a purgatorial hellfire leading to the even-
tual salvation of all professing Muslims. This doctrine is rather the result of a
proto-Sunni ecumenical drive to neutralize sectarian conflict within the Muslim
community. Christie explains how al-Sulamī uses both depictions of the punishment
of hell and the reward of heaven to motivate jihād against the Crusader invaders of
the Levant.

The bulk of this publication – chapters 4–57 – is divided thematically into eleven
parts. The studies in Part 1 analyse the Quran, while Part 2 zeros in on “The plea-
sures of paradise”, largely from the Quran and the Quranic commentary tradition.
Part 3 examines “The afterlife in Sunni tradition and theology”. Parts 4 and 5 dis-
cuss philosophical views on eschatology and different kinds of vision in the here-
after, respectively. Part 6, the last in the first volume, looks at Shii, Ahl-i Hạqq,
and Hụrūf ī views on eschatology. These last three parts taken together highlight
the great variety of eschatological visions found within the Islamic tradition. Part
7, the first in the second volume, extends even beyond Islam by including not
one but two articles by Martin Tamcke on eastern Christianity. The delightful stud-
ies in Part 8 look at Islamic eschatological themes in literary works, including
Dante’s Divine Comedy. Part 9 examines representations of the hereafter in architec-
ture and art – the colour pictures in this section greatly enhance the presentation –
while Part 10 touches on issues relating to Western scholarship and the natural
sciences (more on this below). The eleventh and final part looks at how the
Islamic Paradise has fared in the modern world.

A review of this length unfortunately cannot aspire to give proper recognition to
each study in these two volumes. It must suffice to note that the editors’ thematic
organization contains within it considerable methodological and topical diversity.
Methodological plurality is nowhere more evident than in the six chapters of Part
1 on the Quran. Two of the studies seek to tone down more extreme readings of
the Quran through closer attention to the text itself and the Islamic interpretive tradi-
tion: Muhammad Abdel Haleem argues that the Quranic Paradise is not as sensuous
as English-language translators have often made it out to be, while Asma Afsaruddin
shows that being “slain in the path of God” (e.g. Q. 2: 154) does not refer to military
martyrdom unequivocally. Three further chapters take a different tack by contextual-
izing the Quran within prior literary traditions: Angelika Neuwirth shows Surat
al-Rāhṃān (Q. 54) to be a reworking of Psalm 136; Todd Lawson considers what
it means for the Quran to be an apocalypse; and Jaakko Hämeen-Anttila examines
nature imagery in pre-Islamic poetry and Quranic visions of Paradise. A still differ-
ent approach is found in the sixth study by Sebastian Günther which focuses on the
elaboration of Quranic eschatological imagery in the hạdīth collection of al-Bukhārī,
the Sīra of Ibn Hishām, and al-Ghazālī’s Al-Durra al-fākhira.

As for evident topical diversity, Part 10 “Heavens and the hereafter in scholarship
and natural sciences” contains three articles that do not easily fit together and do not
fit anywhere else either. Here, Ingrid Hehmeyer examines the ancient backgrounds
to astronomy in the Islamic world; Ludmila Hanisch explains that nineteenth-
century German orientalists were not much interested in Islamic eschatology; and
Anver Emon draws attention to the role that the hereafter plays in Muslim legal
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reasoning and illustrates it through a fascinating study of Muslim attitudes towards
dogs.

There is also the occasional chapter that one hopes gave the editors pause. A
prime example is Wilferd Madelung’s “Al-Ghazālī on resurrection and the road
to paradise” (chapter 18), a mere six pages and three footnotes. Madelung assumes
that the book al-Madṇūn bihi is authentically Ghazālian without justification (but
probably on the basis of Afifi al-Akiti’s recent research cited in a footnote), and
he provides a brief summary of the text’s Avicennan metaphorical interpretations
of various eschatological terms. While Madelung tantalizes, he does not sufficiently
substantiate and explain, and it appears that we must wait for the publication of
al-Akiti’s research to get the full account.

Overall, these two volumes on Paradise in Islam provide an incredibly rich pan-
oply of studies. The research presented is almost always cutting edge, and the editors
are to be thanked for pulling together a stimulating publication that will stand as a
landmark in the study of Islamic eschatology for some time to come.

Jon Hoover
University of Nottingham

BENJAMIN Z. KEDAR:
Crusaders and Franks: Studies in the History of the Crusades and the
Frankish Levant.
(Variorum Collected Studies Series.) xii, 354 pp. Abingdon: Routledge,
2016. £95. ISBN 978 1 472 47696 8.
doi:10.1017/S0041977X17001148

Benjamin Kedar is a giant among historians of the Crusades. His prolific scholarly
output over many years has been wide-ranging, meticulously researched and path-
breaking. This most recent volume is a very welcome addition to the field of
Crusade studies. It is a collection of 22 articles and book chapters written between
1997 and 2014; four of these were written jointly with Israeli colleagues, one of
whom was his wife, Professor Nurith Kenaan-Kedar, who died in 2015.

The title of this book is significant in its use of the terms “Crusaders” and
“Franks”. It demonstrates Kedar’s firm conviction that the tendency to divide
research on the Crusades into two entities – Crusading expeditions from Europe
and European settlement in the Levant – is, to use his own words, “an unwelcome
development”. Instead, in his view, these two facets of the Crusading phenomenon
form a seamless whole.

It is difficult to select which chapters to discuss here. There are papers here that
discuss the First and Fourth Crusades, historiography, hospitals, architecture, sculp-
ture, cartography and Eastern Christianity. The book is also enriched by chapters on
key events in the 1090s before the armies of the First Crusade set out.

Kedar focuses not just on the Holy Land itself. Indeed, his long article
(chapter V) dealing with the barbaric massacre of the Jews in Europe in 1096 is a
superb analysis, based on many medieval Latin and Hebrew primary sources. A
most penetrating “longitudinal” discussion is also included, highlighting how
European historians from the seventeenth century until today have approached
this terrible event and what may have been the motivations behind it.
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